307.15 StrikeForce Initiative
Initiative Name and Acronym:  StrikeForce Initiative (SFI)
Initiative Description/Summary – USDA deployed a multiagency SFI to better serve persistent poverty communities and socially disadvantaged farmers through the coordination of activities among USDA agencies and the use of community-based organizations’ local expertise. Using existing authorities, programs, and agreements, USDA strategically utilizes community-based partners to educate farmers, implement service plans, and establish appropriate accountability mechanisms to help gauge results, measure efficacy of efforts, and to improve success rates. These enhanced partnerships will increase effectiveness at the local level while the additional USDA agency coordination will ensure that the Department is a more comprehensive and inclusive service provider. The overall goal of SFI is to better serve USDA’s identified persistently impoverished counties and provide resources to historically underserved producers, which include limited-resource farmers and ranchers, beginning farmers and ranchers, socially disadvantaged producers, veteran farmers and ranchers, and Indian Tribes.
Approved States – NRCS will offer financial assistance to the following States:  Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
State Conservationists may determine whether to offer assistance through a State initiative or as part as their State’s general program opportunity. States that elect to provide assistance through a State-led initiative are responsible for establishing their own ranking criteria and list of supporting practices. National Headquarters will be tracking the progress of SFI through data collection generated at the county level in ProTracts.
Approved Land Uses, Practices, and Ranking Tool
A. Approved Land Uses and Practices: States must designate approved land uses as eligible for conservation practices in the SFI account type.
Note:  Conservation activity plans (CAPs) will be available to support SFI through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The ProTracts application type of “planning” or “plan organic” must be associated with each CAP application and ranking of these applications is not required or encouraged. CAPs may be preapproved after all eligibility requirements are met. Refer to NB 300-15-5 for guidance regarding support of CAPs funded through EQIP.
B. Subaccounts:  States must select the account type “Strike Force Initiative” for all StrikeForce subaccounts.
C. National Ranking Criteria:  National ranking criteria will be populated at the national level.
D. State Ranking Criteria:  States must develop and populate State ranking criteria to support SFI within ProTracts AERT.
E. Local Ranking Criteria:  States must develop and populate local ranking criteria to support SFI within ProTracts AERT.
This initiative is subject to the requirements in Title 440, Conservation Programs Manual, Part 512, Subpart C, regarding application evaluation, assignment of points, and multipliers.
State SFI Contact — States must identify a contact person and provide their information to Natasha Brown at natasha.brown@wdc.usda.gov and to Luther Jones at luther.jones@wdc.usda.gov.
