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NOTICE 164
Purpose.  This notice transmits new or revised national Conservation Practice Standards (CPSs), along with an updated index, for insertion into the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP).  In addition, notes are included to highlight key changes made to each document.

Effective Date.  This notice is effective upon receipt.

Explanation of Changes.  New, revised or deleted national CPSs are as follows:
Clearing and Snagging (Code 326) – The changes were made to provide better clarity and include the use of active voice and the removal of all occurrences of the word “shall.”  The References section remains unchanged; however, one of the references, 210-NEH, Part 654, “Stream Restoration Design,” now appears in the “Considerations” section, where it specifically identifies Technical Supplement 14E of this reference for use in determining the forces acting on woody debris and the necessary anchoring.

Diversion (Code 362) – The definition was revised and the purpose modified for clarity.  The “Criteria,” “Considerations,” and “Operations and Maintenance” sections were refined and the references were updated.
Fish Raceway or Tank (Code 398) – The purpose was refined, the criteria was modified, and the references were updated.  Other changes improved the clarity of the language used in the standard.
Pond Sealing or Lining, Bentonite Treatment (Code 521C) – This CPS was deleted.

Pond Sealing or Lining, Compacted Clay Treatment (Code 521D) – This CPS was deleted.

Pond Sealing or Lining, Compacted Soil Treatment (Code 520) –This new CPS combines the existing compacted soil liner standards (521B, 521C, and 521D) into one CPS.  As a result, a change to the title was necessary, along with other changes needed for clarification, consistency, and 508 compliance requirements.
Pond Sealing or Lining, Concrete (Code 522) –This is a new CPS developed as an alternative practice for lining and sealing animal waste storage ponds and lagoons as needed.  It covers concrete design requirements for this specified function that is not specified in Waste Storage Facility (Code 313).
Pond Sealing or Lining, Soil Dispersant Treatment (Code 521B) – This CPS was deleted.
Sediment Basin (Code 350) – The purpose was refined, the criteria was modified, and the references were updated.  Other changes improved the clarity of the language used in the standard.
Silvopasture (Code 381) – The title was changed from “Silvopasture Establishment” to “Silvopasture.”  The “Definition,” “Purposes,” and “Conditions Where Practice Applies” sections were refined.  Two purposes were removed and three purposes were added.  The criteria were adjusted to match the changes in purposes.  The “Considerations” and “Operations and Maintenance” sections were refined and the references were updated.
Saturated Buffer (Code 604) – This is a new conservation practice standard developed from an existing interim conservation practice standard Saturated Buffer (Code 739).
Tree/Shrub Establishment (Code 612) – The “Purposes” and “Conditions Where Practice Applies” sections were refined.  One purpose was added and one purpose removed.  The criteria were adjusted to match the changes in purposes.  The “Considerations,” “Plans and Specifications,” and “Operations and Maintenance” sections were refined and the references were updated.

Waste Storage Facility (Code 313) – The document has been revised extensively.  Those revisions include modification of structural design requirements to account for changes in accepted concrete and timber design criteria, modification of language for storage requirements to improve clarity, modify language to conform to the Plain Language Act, improvements to the safety criteria, changing the requirement of a staff gauge from optional to required, addition of criteria specific to solid manure stacking facilities, and improvements to the “Plans and Specifications,” and “Operation and Maintenance” sections of the standard.  The structural design and safety requirements have been revised to reflect changes in accepted design methods.  Other changes have been made to improve the clarity of the language used in the standard.
Filing Instructions.  If a hardcopy of the NHCP is maintained, replace the “Contents” section (pages i through vi, dated September 2015) with the revised pages found at 

 http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=22299
Remove and archive, as appropriate, the following existing practice standards: 

Clearing and Snagging (Code 326), dated July 2010
Diversion (362), dated April, 2010
Fish Raceway or Tank (Code 398), dated September 2009
Pond Sealing or Lining, Soil Dispersant Treatment (Code 521B), dated September 2010 

Pond Sealing or Lining, Bentonite Treatment (Code 521C), dated September 2010
Pond Sealing or Lining, Compacted Clay Treatment (Code 521D), dated September 2010
Sediment Basin (Code 350), dated January 2010
Silvopasture Establishment (Code 381), dated May 2011
Tree/Shrub Establishment Code 612), dated May 2011
Waste Storage Facility (Code 313), dated September 2003
This notice, and each of the conservation practice standards included with this notice, can be accessed electronically through the NRCS Web site at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/technical/cp/ncps/?cid=nrcs143_026849
Federal Register Notice
NRCS published a notice to solicit public comments about how to improve specific agency conservation practice standards in the Federal Register on April 4, 2016, for a 30-day comment periods.  Comments from the public were accepted during the comment period.

Guidance to the States and the Pacific Islands and Caribbean Areas for complying with the provisions of the 1996 Farm Bill that require advertising for public comment prior to revising NRCS State-level technical guides can be found in Title 450, General Manual, Part 401, Subpart B, Section 401.19.
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