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SAMPLE OFFER OF ENROLLMENT FOR PERPETUAL OR 30-YEAR ACEP-WRE EASEMENT

[Date]
[Landowner Name]
[Street Address]
[City, State, ZIP]
Dear Landowner(s):

SUBJECT:   Offer of Enrollment in a Wetland Reserve Easement Under the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP-WRE) 

NEST Application Number:_________________________________
Thank you for your interest in protecting and restoring the wetland resources on your property through the ACEP-WRE administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). We have reviewed and ranked the current applications for ACEP-WRE and are now extending offers to the top-ranked applicants.  Your application has ranked high enough to be selected for enrollment.  

Enclosed is Form NRCS-LTP-31, “Agreement for the Purchase of Conservation Easement” (APCE), for a [INSERT EITHER: Permanent OR 30-Year] easement on your property.  If you are interested in proceeding with enrolling your land in ACEP-WRE for the compensation amount indicated on the APCE, please return the enclosed APCE with all appropriate and notarized signatures.  

The signed APCE must be returned to [Insert NRCS Contact Address] by [Insert Date].  If you are not interested in proceeding or do not return the enclosed APCE by [Insert Date], your application will be cancelled.  
If you sign and return the enclosed APCE by the required date, NRCS will set aside funds and move ahead with the next steps of the enrollment process which include obtaining a legal survey, conducting hazardous substance reviews, reviewing title to the property, completing restoration plans and other easement acquisition activities. Please be aware that you must provide clear title and written, recordable right of access to the easement area.  This may require obtaining subordination agreements from your bank or other lending institution for any debts that may encumber the property.

Also attached for informational purposes is the standard Form [NRCS-LTP-30 or NRCS-LTP-32], “Warranty Easement Deed,” and a map of the proposed easement area.  NRCS will provide the completed “Warranty Easement Deed” for you to execute only after the survey, due diligence, title clearance, and other easement acquisition activities are completed so long as the APCE is valid.  The final acreage based on the survey and the final compensation amount will be reflected in the completed “Warranty Easement Deed”.  [Include the following sentence for 30-year easements: As stated in the APCE, the actual payment issued for the easement will be reduced by 25 percent to cover your portion of the restoration costs.]
Land enrolled in ACEP-WRE is ineligible for any other USDA program payment for the life of the easement.  Contact your local Farm Service Agency and NRCS field office to determine the impact of easement enrollment on other USDA program benefits.
We look forward to working with you through the ACEP-WRE.  If you have any questions regarding this offer or the enclosed documents, please contact [ENTER NRCS CONTACT INFO].

Sincerely,

[Name of NRCS Authorized Signatory]
[Title]

Attachments

cc:  Local DC, NRCS
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